
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



NOTES. 163 

John iii. 31-36. 

BY REV. W. N. CLARKE. 

Assuming that this passage records an utterance of the Evangelist, 
not of the Baptist, I find it a summary and reflection upon a cycle 
of our Lord's ministry, similar to the summary that closes the record 
of His ministry as a whole, at ch. xii, 37-50. 

Between ch. ii, 13 and iii, 30, the Evangelist sets before us a 
cycle of ministry elsewhere unrecorded, and strikingly parallel to the 
ministry as a whole, as he presents it. The passage recounts (1) a 
visit of the Messiah to the royal city: (2) an act that asserts His 
Messiahship : (3) a quiet but decided rejection of Him by the 
religious leaders : (4) the performance of " signs " in the presence 
of the people : (5) the rising of an unsatisfactory faith in many : (6) 
the opening of high truth to an exceptional inquirer : (7) retirement 
of the Messiah, and fresh testimony to Him from the Baptist. The 
resemblance of this to the substance of the Fourth Gospel as a whole 
is obvious. Here are the characteristic facts and views of this Gos- 
pel, — the appearing of the Christ at Jerusalem, only to be rejected 
by the religious guides of Israel, — a presence, life-giving and judg- 
ment-working, of the Son of God, — blindness in the many, mani- 
festation to the few, — retirement at last. 

At the end of this paragraph the Evangelist, as at the end of his 
longer narrative, sums up the significance of acceptance and rejection 
of the Christ. His thoughts are these : — 

1. Compared with all earthly teachers, Jesus, the Messiah, coming 
from above, is supremely great (v. 31). 

2. The testimony that He has borne was worthy to be received, 
but has been rejected (v. 32). 

3. Such is His relation to God, that to accept His testimony is to 
assent to God Himself (w. 33-35). 

4. Eternal life and the wrath of God hang upon acceptance and 
rejection of Him (v. 36). 

These are the very thoughts that lay upon the writer's mind when 
he summed up the significance of the whole ministry to men, in ch. 

x »» 37-5°- 

I think, then, that when the Evangelist made record of that early 
Judean ministry which he alone records, he recognized in it a pre- 
liminary cycle of activity, similar in meaning to the ministry that 
followed on the larger field of Galilee and Jerusalem. I think he 
regarded it as a miniature ministry, foreshadowing only too truly the 
meaning and issues of the whole life of Christ. 



